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I speak to you today as the President of the New South Wales Aboriginal Education Consultative Group 
Inc. (NSW AECG). and as a member of the NSW Reconciliation Committee and as an Australian 
delegate to this 16 Working Group of Indigenous Populations. The AECG and Reconciliation are 
interrelated and both are about education in the sense of changing attitudes and systems. My 
predecessor, Linda Burney is chair of the provincial Reconciliation Committee. 

The AECG is a community based Incorporated organisation made up of volunteers in local and regional 
AECGs across the state. The AECG is recognised as principal advisor to the Minister for Education and 
Training in NSW on Aboriginal education and training. Over 21 years we have developed a partnership 
with the Department of Education and Training. Obviously the main AECG priority is the appropriate 
education of Aboriginal people but what Aboriginal education is about and what the AECG must also be 
about, is educating all students, and all Australians about Aboriginal Australia, our history, our cultures 
and contemporary issues. Aboriginal education means telling the truth about our country and changing 
the system to get a "fair  go" for Aboriginal people. This is why when the AECG rewrote the Aboriginal 
Education Policy with the Department of Education and Training, we made sure that the policy is for all 
students, all staff  and all schools. 

We need to think of education in the broadest sense of socialisation, passing on what is regarded as 
valuable knowledge about the society in which we live, the one that needs to be our society for Aboriginal 
people In a way that it has not been up to now. It is this broader function that N is so fundamental to 
Reconciliation. All Australians, from the oldest to newest, need to know about Aboriginal Australia, for one 
simple fundamental reason, we all now share Australia. 

I said before, we regard education as fundamental to Reconciliation. This is why it is our policy that 
Aboriginal Studies should be mandatory in all schooling, from early childhood to life long learning across 
our country. 

Reconciliation has a lot to do with history, and history with Reconciliation. It is acknowledging what has 
happened, it is not about guilt, but it has to be about shame. If Australians can feel proud of Phar Lap (a 
great Australian race horse.) and Don Bradman, the greatest Australian cricketer, then they can be 
ashamed of the Myall Creek massacre of our people. They can also be ashamed of the calculated 
inhumanity of Government policies this century, especially taking the children away and breaking up 
Aboriginal families. As the "Bringing them home" video says, "We are family people." 

Prior to last year's Reconciliation Convention, Reconciliation became a people's movement. This 
movement has been partly fuelled by the community's outrage at the shock and shame of the "Stolen 
Generations Report", the Prime Minister's inability to apologise on behalf of the nation and the 
Government's apparent failure to address the racist regime of the One Nation  Party  about which you 
have heard so much at this forum. 

But as well as a people's movement there has to be leadership by Government. The NSW Government is 
to be congratulated on being the first  to make a formal apology to Aboriginal people for what has 
happened in NSW and especially for the "Stolen Generations" not once but twice in the Parliament. The 
NSW Government is also to be congratulated for its Statement  of  Commitment  to Aboriginal  People. 
Governments need to take the lead, but this needs to be in consultation and it needs to be in a way that 
will work. I'm afraid such leadership does not apply with the current Federal Government. As our State 
Government, Statement  of  Commitment  says, "the only viable solution to the complex and interrelated 



problems experienced in the Aboriginal community is for Government agencies to adopt an integrated 
approach." It further  states: 

"The best school cannot educate a sick child. The health of Aboriginal children cannot be 
improved while they live in inadequate housing. And a family without a job cannot improve its 
standard of living." 

This is best exemplified by the disease Otitis Media (conductive hearing loss) which affects  over 80% of 
Indigenous children and impacts on their educational outcomes. If kids cant hear they can't learn. 

In Aboriginal culture and life everything is related, the same applies to Aboriginal issues. Health cannot 
be separated from housing or from education. Education is fundamental to employment and life chances. 
Approaches need to be integrated and they need to be negotiated. 

The Government's funding cuts to ABSTUDY for technical and higher education students have, and will 
continue to have, a major impact on educational outcomes. Unfortunately,  if we cannot get our students 
to schools and universities we will not achieve equitable outcomes. 

I would like to conclude with these two pertinent quotes. The first  from Sir William Dean, Governor 
General of Australia, who said: 

"The past is never fully gone. The present plight in terms of health, employment, education and 
living conditions and self-esteem of so many Aborigines must be acknowledged as largely flowing 
from what happened in the past. The dispossession, the destruction of hunting fields and the 
devastation of lives were all related... True acknowledgment cannot stop short of the recognition 
of the extent to which present disadvantage flows from past injustice and oppression. 

...there will be no true Reconciliation until it can be seen that we are making real progress 
towards the position where the future prospects - in terms of health, education, life expectancy, 
living conditions and self-esteem of an Aboriginal baby are at least within the same area of 
discourse as the future prospects of a non-Aboriginal baby. How can we hope to go forward  as 
friends and as equals when our children's hands cannot touch? 

...I am convinced that until true Reconciliation with its Indigenous peoples is reached, Australia is 
a diminished nation." 

As Linda Burney has said previously: 

"Education is the key!...For Australia to be able to say it has truly grown up, Reconciliation must 
be imbedded in our social make-up, it must be integral to all our agendas at all levels, from the 
local level of individual action right through to the national commitment to change. In the end, 
what we all want and what Australia needs to be, is the vision of the Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation: 

A united Australia which respects this land of ours, values the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander heritage and provides justice and equity for all." 

Thank you Madame Daes for this opportunity to share the thoughts of the NSW AECG with you and my 
fellow brothers and sisters. 


